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LIVERPOOL PLAINS SHIRE COUNCIL 
60 Station Street PO Box 152 QUIRINDI NSW 2343  
TEL 02 6746 1755 FAX 02 6746 3255 EMAIL lpsc@lpsc.nsw.gov.au 
WEBSITE www.lpsc.nsw.gov.au ABN 97 810 717 370 

        Reference: 6 March 2014 
 
        Contact: Belinda Eykamp 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        6 March 2014 
Mr. Peter Easey 
C/-Whitehaven Mine 
Werris Creek Road 
Werris Creek NSW 2341 
 
 
Dear Peter, 

 
Re Axe Grinding Groove Rocks located at Whitehaven Mine Site Werris Creek NSW 

 
The Nungaroo Land Council and the Liverpool Plains Shire Council Aboriginal Advisory 
Committee would like to request that Axe Grinding Groove Rocks currently located at the Werris 
Creek Whitehaven Mine site be relocated to the Willow Tree Visitor Information Centre for public 
display.  The rocks will become an integral part of the tourist attraction The Kamilaroi: A 
Highway and a People project.   
 
The Willow Tree Visitor Information Centre is located at the junction of the New England and 
Kamilaroi Highways.  A recent Aboriginal scoping study identified the need for a prominent 
marker defining the only highway in NSW named after an Aboriginal nation. 
 
These rocks are of significant cultural importance to the Aboriginal people in this area and at 
their present position are virtually inaccessible to the general public. 
Members of both Nungaroo and the Advisory Committee were hoping that this request could be 
approved and the rocks relocated in time for NAIDOC Week Celebrations in July as a Flag 
Raising Ceremony to be conducted at the Visitor Information Centre is being organised. 
 
We look forward to your positive response to this request. 

      
 Yours faithfully, 
 

  
  

Neil McGarry 
DIRECTOR – ECONOMIC & 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

 
This request is supported by-Jason Allen-CEO Walhallow Land Council, Gorden Nean- Gomeroi  
Elder, Carmel Brickell- Wirrajuri Elder, Mary Slater-Community Project Officer Aboriginal Affairs 
and Tom Taylor-Member Liverpool Plains Shire Council Aboriginal Advisory Committee. 
(All of the above are members of the Liverpool Plains Shire Council Aboriginal Advisory 
Committee) 
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Andrew Wright

From: Stephen O'Donoghue <Stephen.O'Donoghue@planning.nsw.gov.au>
Sent: Wednesday, 12 March 2014 3:55 PM
To: Andrew Wright
Subject: Re: FW: Request for removal of Axe Grinding Rocks.dot

Andrew - I had a quick chat with Phil Purcell. Would seem OK - the CHMP should be revised to reflect proposed 
relocation and ongoing management under care and control agreement under the NPW Act. You will also need to 
demonstrate that you have consulted with all RAPs that were identified for the project and show evidence of this 
consultation.  
  
Cheers 
  
Steve  
  
 
  
  
Stephen O'Donoghue 
Senior Planner  
Mining Projects 
Planning & Infrastructure  
Phone 0477 345 626 
stephen.o'donoghue@planning.nsw.gov.au 
  

 
  
>>> Andrew Wright AWright@whitehavencoal.com.au> 7/03/2014 15:33 >> 
  
 
  
Sonya 
 
I was given your name as the relevant heritage contact at OEH for the North West now that Robert Taylor is no 
longer at OEH. I apologise if you are not the relevant contact. 
 
Werris Creek Coal has received a request from the local aboriginal land council (Nungaroo) and Liverpool Plains 
Shire Council to relocate grinding groove rocks that were salvaged from mining disturbance in 2007 to the visitor 
information centre at Willow Tree as part of a public display (I assume permanently). I have attached the letter. 
 
I would of attached our current approved Heritage Management Plan but aware of email size limits. I can provide 
the HMP as a separate email so you can understand the background and history to the Narrawolga Axe Grinding 
Groove rocks. However this request is not a current commitment of WCC and would be outside the scope of the 
current Heritage Management Plan. I am asking for OEH’s advice as to what approvals, consultation and 
investigations would be required to fulfil the request made by Nungaroo and Council? 
 
 
Steve 
 
Similarly, would DoP just require the Heritage Management Plan to be amended to incorporate the proposed 
permanent relocation to the Willow Tree Visitor Information Centre? 
 
Regards 
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Andrew Wright 
Environmental Officer – Werris Creek Coal 
 
Whitehaven Coal Limited 
1435 Werris Creek Road 
PO Box 125, Werris Creek NSW 2341 
Tel: +61 2 67636018   Mobile: +61 488497701 
Email: awright@whitehavencoal.com.au   www.whitehavencoal.com.au 

 
 
From: Belinda Eykamp [mailto:belinda.eykamp@lpsc.nsw.gov.au]  
Sent: Thursday, 6 March 2014 3:40 PM 
To: Peter Easey 
Cc: Neil McGarry; Mary Slater; Jenny Kent 
Subject: Request for removal of Axe Grinding Rocks.dot 
 
Dear Peter, 
  
Please find attached letter of support for the removal of Axe Grinding Groove Rocks from their present site at Werris 
Creek for relocation at the Willow Tree Visitor Information Centre. 
  
  
Thankyou for your assistance with this Peter and hopefully the Department of Lands will give permission for this to 
happen. 
  
Kind regards 
Belinda 
********************************************************************** 
This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for 
the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have received 
this email in error please notify the system manager. 
 
This footnote also confirms that this email message has been scanned by a 
Sophos Email Appliance for the presence of computer viruses. 
 
Liverpool Plains Shire Council 
********************************************************************** 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
This message is intended for the addressee named and may contain confidential/privileged information. If you are 
not the intended recipient, please delete it and notify the sender.  
Views expressed in this message are those of the individual sender, and are not necessarily the views of the 
Department.  
You should scan any attached files for viruses.  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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